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It would be interesting to the student of the Recta of the 
Rhind Mathematical Papyrus (RMP) to compare its earlier entries 
with the Egyptian Mathematical Leather Roll (EMLR). Both the 
EMLR and the RMP were purchased at Luxor in 1858 by the Scotsman 
A. H. Rhind. The EMLR remained unrolled until 1927 because of 
its brittle condition. It contains two identical tables, each 
of 26 additions of unit fractions similar to those in the Recta, 
and nothing else. There is no explanatory detail as in the 
Recta. Consider, for example, the seven equalities: 
9 18=6 
?i- - 42 = 14 
4 12=-T 
10 40=-F 
- 14 7 28=4 
-- 18 27 54=9 
25 15 75 200 = 8. 
It would be of great interest to determine how the scribe ob- 
tained the last four-termed and unique equality. Note that 
the 25 preceding the 15 is not an error in copying. 
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In his article on H. G. Wells' concept of statistics, James 
W. Tankard [1979] asserted "that there is considerable doubt 
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that Wells ever gave much attention to statistics, much less 
an enthusiastic endorsement." 
However, in 1931 H. G. Wells published his encyclopaedic 
treatise on The Work, Wealth and Happiness of Mankind, in which 
he discussed the possibility of a rationally organized economic 
system. He considered that some people "will attempt to substi- 
tute a confused vision of romantic incoherence, a distorted and 
foreshortened continuation of the past two thousand years, for 
this plain prospect of a world with an adequate system of book- 
keeping. Hut the movement of the last hundred years is all in 
favour of the statistician" [Wells 1931, Vol. 1, 4321. 
On the following page, he wrote that "This prospect of 
a proper accounting in human affairs presupposes certain things. 
It presupposes a vigorous extension of scientific enquiry into 
the field of business, the development of a powerful body of 
scientific workers in the social and economic field that such 
institutions as the London School of Economics foreshadow." 
Thus, Wells did publicly endorse statistics as an important 
and useful field of study. 
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Professor Tankard replies: 
I am glad to know of this statement by Wells. I consulted 
two of his biographers in doing my research and neither of them 
knew of a place where Wells wrote specifically of statistics. 
Realizing that such a statement could exist, however, I quali- 
fied my statement with the phrase "It now appears." 
ON THE FORGOTTEN MR. VINCENT 
By E. Keith Lloyd 
Faculty of Mathematical Studies 
The University, Southampton, U.K., SO9 5NH 
In their recent paper, "On the forgotten theorem of Mr. 
Vincent," Akritas and Danielopoulos [1978] discuss a theorem 
which they state was "published in 1836 by a mathematician known 
only as Mr. Vincent." Although Vincent is not mentioned in sever 
al of the more well-known reference books, some details of his 
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